
 

 

 

************************************************************************ 

 MINUTES OF SYMMES TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING 
 

  JULY 3, 2012 

************************************************************************ 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Elected Officials (Trustees and Fiscal Officer) 

present were: Mr. Phil Beck, Mr. Kenneth Bryant and Mrs. Jodie Leis. 

 

Also present:  Brian Elliff - Township Administrator; Robert Malloy - Township Law Director; 

Lt. Thomas Butler - Hamilton County Sheriff's Department; Tom Turner - Assistant Chief, 

Loveland Symmes Fire Department; Bill Pitman - Director of Public Works. 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to appoint Brian Elliff as Acting Fiscal Officer.  Mr. Beck seconded the 

motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING - 2013 BUDGET 

 

The Public Hearing for the 2013 Budget was convened at 7:02 p.m. 

 

MR. ELLIFF reminded that Mr. Borchers will be participating in this hearing via a conference call 

and will be available for any questions. 

 

Mr. Elliff noted this proposed budget is for 2013.  This was reviewed by the Finance & Audit 

Committee who has recommended its adoption by the Board.  Mr. Elliff reviewed the 2013 

Budget for the Board. 

 

MR. BRYANT stated he attended the Finance & Audit Committee meeting and is familiar with this 

proposed 2013 Budget. 

 

MRS. LEIS stated she was unable to attend the Finance & Audit Committee; however, she has met with 

Mr. Elliff to review the budget. 

 

MR. BECK stated the Township is able to keep within Budget due to the hard work of the Fiscal Officer, 

Finance & Audit Committee and Staff. 

 

Any comment by the public was requested.  There being no comment, the Public Hearing was closed at 

7:10 p.m. 

  

RECEIPTS 

 

Receipts totaling $236,511.90 were read and accepted. 

 

WARRANTS 

 

MRS. LEIS moved that the Township pay its bills.  Mr. Beck seconded the motion and all voted 

'aye'. Proper certification having been made, warrants totaling $620,516.77 were issued. 

  

MINUTES 

 

Minutes of the November 1, 2011 (Special) meeting were approved as submitted. 

Minutes of the November 16, 2011 meeting were approved as submitted. 

 

REPORTS 

 

BRIAN ELLIFF -  Reported on activities in the township since the last meeting: 

 

1.  BOY SCOUTS TROOP 617 - Advised the Board that this group has provided assistance with 

the Township's many events. 



 

MRS. LEIS stated the Board is very appreciative of their help and the Township should invite 

them to a meeting in order to recognize their help.  

 

The Board had no objection to this suggestion. 

 

LT. BUTLER -  Advised a patrol car was involved in an accident and he is working with the 

insurance company to have repairs completed. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

BEST FRIENDS PET CARE - e-mail request to visit dog park on June 15. 

 

ELLEN ESSIG - e-mail regarding car parked on Tanager Hills Drive. 

 

DUKE ENERGY - Letter regarding its intent to file with PUCO an application relating to gas 

service. 

 

HAMILTON COUNTY SHERIFF - Activity reports. 

 

ED BARKLEY - e-mail regarding signage in right-of-way along Fields Ertel Road. 

 

KLA RISK CONSULTING - Letter regarding receipt of State of Action form. 

 

CAREWORKS - 1st Quarter report. 

 

MICHAEL MASTERS, 9981 ADAMS (45140) - Letter regarding handicap parking sign in front 

of house. 

 

HAMILTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT - Letter regarding notification that project has been 

completed by: 

a. Vantiv 

b. Itis Group 

c. Loveland Partners 

d. Kenda LLC 

 

HAMILTON SHERIFF OFFICE - Copy of accident report at Home of Brave Park. 

 

MEDICAL MUTUAL - Letter regarding renewal package. 

 

KZF - Plans for Montgomery Road sidewalk. 

 

ERICA LACEFIELD - e-mail regarding Symmesfest. 

 

SYMMES FIRE - Invitation to attend Citizen's Fire Academy graduation on June 26. 

 

cc:CLERMONT SOLID WASTE to BILL PITMAN - Note of appreciation for assistance in clean-up after 

tornado. 

 

McGILL SMITH - e-mail regarding easement for 9767 Union Cemetery Road. 

 

CHIEF HUBER - Appreciation for work done at Symmesfest. 

 

FRANK GATES - Notice of 2013 Group Rating Program. 

 

A2Z FIELD SERVICE - e-mail request for information for property at 1925 Rollins Drive. 

 

HAMILTON COUNTY AUDITOR - Amended Certificate of Appropriations.  

 

HAMILTON COUNTY BUILDING DEPT - Notice that temporary occupancy for HOB park has expired. 

 

AMS CONSTRUCTION - Response to letter regarding compliance with CRA. 



 

BURNHAM & FLOWER - Letter regarding health insurance option. 

 

JONES FISH - Proposal for: 

a.  Treatment of aquatic weed at HOB Park for $1,400.00 

b.  Treatment of aquatic weed at Symmes Park for $950.00 

 

FRANCES KELLY - Public Records Request for contracts for legal services. 

 

DUKE ENERGY - Letter regarding costs for proposed lighting district for Plantation Pointe III. 

 

cc:WOOD & LAMPING to COLLIERS INTERNATIONAL - Letter with executed copy of Contract to 

Purchase Chapelsquare Fire Station. 

 

AWM LANDSCAPING - e-mail request for use Meade Park trails on Friday/Saturdays in October for 

haunted trail.  

 

ITIS GROUP - Letter regarding compliance with CRA agreement. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to submit the annual Budget for the year commencing January 1, 2013 for 

consideration to the County Budget Commission.  Mr. Bryant seconded the motion and the roll 

call vote was as follows:  Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

MR. ELLIFF advised information regarding health insurance renewal was in the meeting packet 

and stated that Mrs. Shriver from Burnham & Flowers was present to answer any questions.  Mr. 

Elliff stated they were helpful in obtaining competitive quotes from four carriers.  The most 

competitive quote was returned by the Township's current provider, Medical Mutual of Ohio, with 

a rate increase of three (3%) percent. 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to adopt the following resolution: 

 

 RESOLUTION G2012-21   
 

 Resolution Adopting Medical 

 Insurance Program Available 

 to Symmes Township Employees 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Symmes Township, Hamilton County, Ohio 

wishes to provide medical insurance coverage for Symmes Township Employees; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Symmes Township’s policy has been to provide various medical 

insurance options to its employees, including family coverage and coverage for employees’ 

spouses; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Symmes Township, Hamilton County, Ohio 

adopted Resolution G2011-15 on July 12, 2011 to contract with Medical Mutual of Ohio 

(“MMO”) for medical insurance coverage for the Plan Year starting August 1, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Administrator, in association with renewing coverage for 

the 2012-2013 program year, has evaluated alternatives in order to provide quality and affordable 

health insurance coverage to the Township's employees and has recommended the Board continue 

with MMO as the provider.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Symmes 

Township, Hamilton County, Ohio takes the following action: 

 

 Section 1. The insurance benefits plan offer by MMO currently in effect and 

also known as Super Med Plus “H.S.A. P2500/5000 Consumer MM Rx” (“Plan”) shall 

continue as the medical insurance program available to Symmes Township employees 

for the Plan Year effective August 1, 2012. The renewal Plan rates offered by MMO 



and contained in Exhibit “A” hereto are approved for the plan year 2012-2013. 

 

 Section 2. Deductible, Health Savings Account and Health Reimbursement 

Account contributions shall remain in effect for the 2012-2013 program year at current 

levels. 

 

 Section 3. The Administrator is authorized to sign on behalf of the Township all 

documents and agreements necessary to implement the insurance and related programs 

authorized under this resolution. 

 

 Section 4. The Board of Trustees of Symmes Township upon majority vote does hereby 

dispense with the requirement that this Resolution be read on two separate days and hereby 

authorizes the adoption of this Resolution upon its first reading. 

  

MR. BECK seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; 

Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

MR. ELLIFF provided pictures of the property located at 9070 Link Road and requested the Board to 

take action and to declare this a nuisance. 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to adopt the following resolution: 

 

 RESOLUTION G2012-22  
 

 Resolution Providing for the Declaration of Nuisance  

 for the Property Located at 9070 Link Road  

 and Authorizing All Necessary Steps for the  

 Abatement of the Nuisance 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Symmes Township, Hamilton County, Ohio is 

authorized under Ohio Revised Code §505.87 to provide for the abatement, control, or removal of 

vegetation, garbage, refuse, and other debris from land in the township, if the Board determines that the 

owner’s maintenance of such vegetation, garbage, refuse, and other debris constitutes a nuisance; and 

  

 WHEREAS, complaints have been received regarding the condition of the property located at 

9070 Link Road (Parcel 620-0150-0095-00); and 

  

 WHEREAS, visual inspections of said property revealed significant overgrowth of grass and 

weeds, which are confirmed in photographs reviewed by the Board of Trustees; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code §3767.02 provides that any person, who uses, occupies, 

establishes, or conducts a nuisance, or aids or abets in the use, occupancy, establishment, or conduct of 

a nuisance; the owner, agent, or lessee of an interest in any such nuisance; any person who is employed 

in that nuisance by that owner, agent, or lessee; and any person who is in control of that nuisance is 

guilty of maintaining a nuisance and shall be enjoined from further maintaining such a nuisance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, R.C. 3767.03 provides that whenever a nuisance exists, the law director of a 

township that has adopted a limited home rule government under Chapter 504 of the Revised Code may 

bring an action in equity to abate the nuisance and to perpetually enjoin the person maintaining the 

nuisance from further maintaining it. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Symmes Township, 

Hamilton County, Ohio: 

 

 Section 1. That the property located at 9070 Link Road (Parcel 

620-0150-0095-00) is hereby declared to be a nuisance. 

 

 Section 2. That the Township Administrator is hereby directed to notify the 

property owner, any known occupants of and any known responsible party for the 

property, and any lien holders of record upon said parcel that the property has been 

declared a nuisance using notice language and manner of notice specified in R.C. 

§505.87 and this resolution. 



 

 Section 3. That if the nuisance is not abated by the owner, occupants, or 

responsible parties then the Township Administrator is authorized to take all necessary 

steps to abate the nuisance.  

 

 Section 4. That the Township Law Director may if necessary in the future be 

authorized by the Board to bring an action in equity to abate the nuisance and to 

perpetually enjoin the person maintaining the nuisance from further maintaining it, 

pursuant to R.C. 3767.03. 

 

 Section 5. That the Township Fiscal Officer shall pay out of the Township 

general fund  for all expenses incurred for abating the nuisance and to bill the property 

owner for said expenses. 

 

 Section 6. That the Township Fiscal Officer shall enter upon the tax duplicate 

for said expenses if not paid within fourteen (14) days from date of billing. 

 

 Section 7. That, in addition to the authority granted the Township Law Director, 

the Township Administrator is directed to monitor said property for ninety (90) days to 

ensure compliance and is authorized to take appropriate measures to abate future 

nuisances after written notification is made to the property owner.    

 

MR. BRYANT seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. 

Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to participate in the Workers' Compensation Group Rating Program with The 

Frank Gates Service Company (Avizent) and to approve an expenditure in the amount of 

$1,450.00.  Mr. Bryant seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 

'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

  

Mrs. Leis moved to authorize the Township Administrator to enter into a contract with Jones Fish 

Hatcheries for algae treatment at Symmes Park and to approve an expenditure in the amount of 

$950.00 for said service.  Mr. Beck seconded the motion. 

 

MR. BRYANT questioned how often we need to treat these ponds. 

 

MR. PITMAN advised this is the first time the Township has needed to treat.  Due to the weather 

conditions this year, the algae needs to be controlled.  

 

The roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to authorize the Township Administrator to enter into a contract with Jones Fish 

Hatcheries for algae treatment at Home of the Brave Park and to approve an expenditure in the amount of 

$1,400.00 for said service.  Mr. Beck seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis 

- 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

Mrs. Leis moved to authorize the Township Administrator to execute the required drainage easement for 

Home of the Brave Park.  Mr. Bryant seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis 

- 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

Mrs. Leis moved to authorize the Township Administrator to enter into an agreement to Koorsen Fire & 

Security for annual testing the air pack system at Safety Center and to approve an expenditure in the 

amount of $965.00 for said services.  Mr. Bryant seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as 

follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'.  

 

MR. ELLIFF requested the Board hold a special meeting in August in order to interview applicants for 

both the Finance & Audit Committee and the Zoning Commission.  Mr. Elliff recommended the Board 

hold this special meeting on August 7.  Mr. Elliff noted the start time may depend on the number of 

scheduled interviews. 

 

MRS. LEIS moved to hold a special meeting on August 7 at 5:15 p.m. for the purpose of entering 

Executive Session to discuss the appointment of a public employee.  Mr. Beck seconded the motion and 



the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

Mrs. Leis moved to amend Permanent Appropriation 2-A-6 (Motor Vehicle - Repairs) from $500.00 to 

$5,000.00.  Mr. Bryant seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. 

Beck - 'aye'; Mr. Bryant - 'aye'.  

 

Mrs. Leis moved to approve: 

 a. Expenditure (Then & Now) in the amount of $1,521.00 for May cleaning at Safety Center 

 b. Expenditure (Then & Now) in the amount of $1,521.00 for June cleaning at Safety Center 

 c. Expenditure (Then & Now) in the amount of $6,507.29 for emergency repairs to T-206 

 d. Expenditure (Then & Now) in the amount of $1,156.26 for replacement of intake valve for 

T61 

 e. Expenditure in the amount of $2,265.00 for the purchase of fire hose and hose roller 

 f. Additional expenditure in the amount of $1,125.00 for the FireStats subscription service 

 g. Expenditure in an amount not to exceed $850.00 for repairs to park mower 

Mr. Beck seconded the motion and the roll call vote was as follows: Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mr. 

Bryant - 'aye'. 

 

The Board approved the following cemetery deeds: 

 -  Kamel McCray, Kerr Cemetery, Lot 506, Grave 6 

 -  S. Maheshwaram, Union Cemetery, Lot 811W, Grave 5 

 -  William Evans, Kerr Cemetery, Lot 510, Grave 5 

 -  Irene Sinniski, Union Cemetery, Niche 1101, Space 2 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

MRS. LEIS moved that the Board enter Executive Session to discuss the employment of a public 

employee and to discuss pending court action.  Mr. Beck seconded the motion and the roll call 

vote was as follows:  Mrs. Leis - 'aye'; Mr. Beck - 'aye'; Mrs. Bryant - 'aye'.  

 

The meeting adjourned for Executive Session at 8:20 p.m. 

 

The meeting reconvened from Executive Session at 9:40 p.m. 

 

No further action was taken and the meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

 

  


